


What are the Shingle Creek Watershed

Management Commission (SCWMC)
and the West Mississippi Watershed

Management Commission (WMWMC(C)?

The Shingle Creek and West Mississippi Wa-
tershed Organizations are governed by citi-
zen commissions, with one citizen appointed
by each member city. Membership in the
Commissions is comprised of the communi-

ties having land in the watersheds. Shingle
Creek members are Brooklyn Center, Brook-

lyn Park, Crystal, Maple Grove, Minneapolis,
New Hope, Osseo, Plymouth, and Robbins-
dale. West Mississippi membership includes
Brooklyn Center, Brooklyn Park, Champlin,
Maple Grove, and Osseo.

The Commissions are the regional govern-
mental units responsible for protecting the
water resources of the Shingle Creek and
West Mississippi watersheds.
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The Watersheds

Where are the watersheds located?

The Shingle Creek/West Mississippi watershed
covers about 67 square miles in east-central
Hennepin County. There are 16 lakes, 26
miles of streams and over 5,000 acres of wet-
lands in the watersheds.

The Shingle Creek watershed encompasses
a 43.5 square mile area extending from
Plymouth in the west to Minneapolis in
the southeast, where Shingle Creek joins
the Mississippi River. Shingle Creek is the
major stream in the watershed. From its
origin near the junction of Eagle and Bass
Creeks, the creek flows for a total of 11.3
miles before discharging into the Missis-
sippi River. The southeastern portion of
the watershed drains through Twin Lake
and Ryan into Shingle Creek approxi-
mately 1.2 miles upstream of the Missis-
sippi River. The watershed is almost com-
pletely developed.

The West Mississippi watershed covers an
area of 23.5 square miles north and east
of the Shingle Creek Watershed, and
drains through small streams and storm
sewers directly into the Mississippi River.
The northern section of the watershed is
largely rural with pockets of urban devel-
opment, while the southern section is pre-
dominantly urbanized.

What do the Commissions do?

A watershed is the entire area that drains
into a body of water. The goal of the Shin-
gle Creek and West Mississippi Watershed
Management Commissions is to enhance the
quality of the water resources within those
watersheds. The Commissions seek to carry
out this goal through public information and
education, analysis of the causes of harmful
impacts on the water resources, regulation
of the use of water bodies and their beds,
regulation of land use, and capital improve-
ment projects.

The water management objectives devel-
oped by the Commissions are:

+ Protect, preserve, and use natural surface
and groundwater storage and retention
systems

¢+ Minimize public capital expenditures to
correct flooding and water quality prob-
lems

+ Protect and improve surface water and
groundwater quality

¢ Prevent erosion of soil in surface water
systems

¢ Establish uniform local policies and offi-
cial controls for water management

» Promote groundwater recharge

¢ Protect and enhance fish and wildlife
habitat and water recreationai facilities

¢+ Promote and encourage cooperation
among member cities



