
Fish Lake. 
 

The mean total phosphorus (TP) concentration for Fish Lake in 2002 was 52.4 gg/L 
(micrograms/liter), slightly above the long-term average of 49.0 µg/L. The higher than 
average concentration was probably due in part to the above average rainfall received last 
summer. More important than the high average TP concentration were the very high levels 
measured in August. The TP concentrations were above 60 gg/L, much higher than 
concentrations observed in previous years for the same time period. The Commission goal 
for Fish Lake is 35 gg/L, significantly lower than the observed concentration. Although 
efforts have been made to reduce pollutant loading to the lake through retrofitting of 
detention basins and lakeshore restoration, there has been no improvement in the lake 
quality over the past eight to ten years. 

 

 
 

 



While the TP concentration in 2002 was higher than average, the chlorophyll a 
concentration was near the long terra average. This was probably due to the flushing out of 
the algae by the excessive rainfall. The clarity of Fish Lake in 2002 was the poorest in 
monitoring history. Presumably this was due to turbidity caused by runoff water and the 
algae growth. Typically, runoff induced turbidity is minimal in larger lakes, but the 
excessive rainfall in 2002 did result in sediment movement into the main basin of many 
lakes. 

 
 

 


